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CALL THE NEUROSURGEON…............. 



CEREBELLAR INFARCT OEDEMA AND HYDROCHEPHALUS 

Suboccipital craniectomy with dural expansion should be performed in 
patients with cerebellar infarctions who deteriorate neurologically 
despite maximal medical therapy (Class I; Level of Evidence B). 



STANDARD 
CONSERVATIVE 
CARE WITH A 

FATALITY RATE OF 
UP TO 80% 



CONSERVATIVE TREATMENT 



CONSERVATIVE TREATMENT 



'If there's no CSF pressure, but brain 
pressure exists, then pressure relief 
must be achieved by opening the 
skull'        Kocher, 1901  



MODIFIED RANKIN SCORE (mRS) 



TIME FROM ONSET OF SYMPTOMS: < 24HRS TIME FROM ONSET OF SYMPTOMS: < 48HRS 

TIME FROM ONSET 
 OF SYMPTOMS: < 96 HRS 





Stroke.  2007; 38, 2410-2412 

- NON-BLINDING TREATMENT ARMS (in particular in DECIMAL all 
surgical group recevied mechanical ventilation, only 2/3 in medical 
group) 

  
- TIMING < 48 HRS (ultra-early <24 hrs no additional benefit) 

 
- VOLUME >145 mL in DWI sequences 

 
- DOMINANT- NON DOMINANT (APHASIA/NEGLECT) 
 
- AGE (< 60 HRS) 

 



Surgery reduced 1-year mortality by 33%, as 
compared with a 50% reduction in a prior trial 
involving younger patients, 

and  
The rate of survival with a score of 5 on the 
modified Rankin scale at 1 year was 19%, as 
compared with 4% among younger patients 









STROKECTOMY 





PERCHE’ CRANIOPLASTICA? FORMA NON PERFETTA? 



ALTA PERCENTUALE DI COMPLICANZE 





CRANIOPLASTY 



Despite a substantial proportion of  patients with stroke  

having survived DC with moderately severe (46.8%)  

or severe (10.8%) disability and a high rate of  depression (56.1%) 

about threequarters of  the patients and/or caregivers were  

satisfied with life and did not regret having undergone DC.  

 







CONCLUSIONS 

• MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH BECAUSE 
IS A COMPLEX DILEMMA FOR ALL PHYSICIANS 
 
• CASE BY CASE DISCUSSION 
 
• DISCUSSION WITH FAMILY AND PATIENT 

 
• CALL THE NEUROSURGEON FROM THE BEGINNING  

 
 
 
 
 



Thank you 

for attention 
 


